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SUBJECT: STRAUSS PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS HELD PRESS CONFERENCE AT LOCAL 

CSU HEADQUARTERS TUESDAY AFTERNOON SHORTLY AFTER HE LANDED 
MUNICH ON RETURN FROM HIS VISIT TO PEKING. CONFERENCE WAS 
IN NATURE OF BROAD-BRUSH SUMMARY OF HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH 
CHINESE OFFICIALS, INCLUDING POINTS OF VIEW THEY EXPRESSED 
TO HIM CONCERNING MAJOR WORLD ISSUES. STRAUSS STRESSED THAT 
HE WAS NOT REPEAT NOT QUOTING ANY INDIVIDUAL HIGH CHINESE 
OFFICIAL BUT RATHER RELAYING CONSENSUS EXPRESSED TO HIM BY 
PEKING LEADERSHIP AS A WHOLE. 

2. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF MAJOR POINTS: 

A. DANGER OF WORLD WAR III. CHINESE REGARD 
RIVALRY BETWEEN "SUPER-POWERS" (UNITED STATES AND USSR) 
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AS MAJOR DANGER TO WORLD PEACE AND TO LESSENING OF 
TENSIONS; SOVIETS PRESENT GREATER DANGER TO WESTERN 
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EUROPE THAN TO CHINA, WITH THREE-FOURTHS OF WARSAW 
PACT TROOPS FACING WESTERN EUROPE AND ONLY ONE-FOURTH 
FACING CHINA; HOWEVER, SOVIET INTENTIONS SEEM PRIMARILY 
TO GAIN HEGEMONY OVER WESTERN EUROPE BY NON-MILITARY 
MEANS RATHER THAN BY ARMED ATTACK. 

B. EUROPEAN UNITY. CHINA STRONGLY SUPPORTS 
EUROPEAN UNITY AGAINST SOVIET THREAT: WHILE CHINESE IN 
PRINCIPLE STRONGLY OPPOSED STATIONING OF TROOPS OF ANY 
COUNTRY OUTSIDE THAT COUNTRY'S BORDERS. THEY UNDERSTAND 
EUROPEAN (AND SPECIFICALLY GERMAN) DESIRE FOR AMERICAN 
TROOPS IN EUROPE UNDER NATO AS DEFENSE AGAINST SOVIETS. 

C. GERMAN UNITY. CHINESE SUPPORT CONCEPT OF 
UNIFICATION OF GERMAN PEOPLE, FOR WHICH STRAUSS EXPRESSED 
GRATITUDE. 

D. ATOMIC WARFARE. CHINESE SELF-DEFENSE STRATEGY 
(IMPLICITLY AGAINST USSR) RELIES PRIMARILY ON DOCTRINE 
OF "PEOPLE'S WAR" AS EXEMPLIFIED IN STRUGGLE AGAINST 
JAPANESE AND LATER AGAINST CHIANG KAI-SHEK NATIONALIST 
FORCES; ROLE OF ATOMIC WEAPONS PLAYED DOWN. 

E. PEKING VIEW OF WORLD. CHINA SEES WORLD 
DIVIDED INTO (1) SUPER-POWERS (2) DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
OTHER THAN SUPER-POWERS AND (3) UNDERDEVELOPED (THIRD) 
WORLD; CHINA SEES ITSELF AS NATURAL LEADER OF THIRD 
WORLD; RIVALRY BETWEEN SUPER-POWERS REPRESENTS DANGER 
TO THIRD WORLD AS WELL AS TRHREAT TO WORLD PEACE. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THESE MAJOR TOPICS STRAUSS SAID, 

HE ALSO DISCUSSED WITH CHINESE PROBLEM OF WORLD OIL 
SUPPLIES AND PRICES; MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM; PROJECTED 
EXCHANGE OF MILITARY ATTACHES BETWEEN PEKING AND BONN 
(WHICH CHINESE CITED AS FAVORING); CIVIL AIR NEGO- 
TIATIONS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 15 LOOKING TOWARD 
RECIPROCAL TRAFFIC RIGHTS BETWEEN GERMANY AND CHINA; 

AND POSSIBLE GERMAN INDUSTRIAL EXPOSITION IN PEKING 
LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL. STRAUSS DID NOT GO INTO 
DETAIL ON CHINESE POSITION IN REGARD TO EACH OF THESE. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO REPORTER S QUESTION, STRAUSS SAID 

THAT HE WOULD IN DUE COURSE INFORM CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT 
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PERSONALLY OF HIS CONVERSATIONS IN CHINA. HE STATED 
HE WAS NOT BEARING ANY MESSAGES FROM CHINESE LEADERS, 
NOR HAD HE CONDUCTED ANY POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC NGGO- 
TIATIONS WITH THEM. HE ALSO DENIED HE HAD UNDERTAKEN 
TRIP BECAUSE OF ANY INTERNAL POLITICAL AMITIONS. 

5. NEWS CONFERENCE ATTENDED BY LARGE NUMBERS OF MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVES, AND WEDNESDAY'S MUNICH PRESS GIVES IT 
HEAVY COVERAGE, WITH SUDDEUTSCHE FOCUSSING MAINLY ON 
IMPACT OF VISIT ON DOMESTIC GERMAN POLITICAL SCENE. 
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SUDDEUTSCHE SEES TRIP AS ADVANCING STRAUSS'S POLITICAL 
ASPIRATIONS AND INCREASING HIS STATURE AS ONE OF VERY 
FEW GERMAN POLITICAL FIGURES ENJOYING WORLD STATURE; 

IMPLICATION IS THAT STRAUSS HAS IMPROVED HIS CHANCES 
FOR FUTURE CHANCELLORSHIP OR, AT LEAST, FOR BECOMING 
GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTER.SPIVACK 
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